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Mission Statement 

With God's guidance, Jefferson 
Christian Academy will 

cultivate and maintain an 
environment where the student 
is nurtured and challenged to 

realize his/her potential in 
spiritual maturity, academic 

attainment, athletic achievement 
and social and emotional 

development.  
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4.     Magazine Sale/PTF Social 
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ISSUE 1

Goodbyes are not forever 

Goodbyes are not the end 

Goodbye simply means I’ll 
miss you 

Until we meet again 
Anonymous 

Robert Benson Chandler was born in Whitney, Alabama on July 21, 
1938. He attended Shades Valley High School and graduated in 
1957. He was signed on by the Red Sox Baseball Organization and 
played in their farm league from 1957-1958. He chose to enter the 
Navy in 1958 and served in the Naval Air Force until 1962. He 
married his beautiful wife, Jeanette Fincher on February 12, 1960. 
Bobby and Jeanette had two children, Jeffrey Benson (born in 1961) 
and Mary Jo (born in 1964). After the Navy, he began working at 
Heavy Duty Truck Parts and then at Birmingham Spring until 1978. 
In 1979, he opened up his own business, Birmingham Power Train, 
and ran the company until 2003. In March of 2004, he began 
working at Jefferson Christian Academy, where he continued until 
his death on August 23, 2015. 

These few sentences that tell his history can by no means express the 
influence he has had on every single person he came in contact with. 
His legacy will live on in our hearts and in our lives. We will run the 
plays from your playbook, Coach, and know that you will save us a 
place on the roster. 
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What’s happening in 
September? 

Coming in October: 

Help Us Welcome Our Three New 
Teachers to JCA!

Mrs. Amy Burch, Elementary Art and Music, Middle School Art.  
Mrs. Burch is a JCA graduate and studied at UAB where she received 
h e r b a c h e l o r ’s i n C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Management.  She and her family, husband 
Patrick and two daughters, Kinley and Belle, 
attend Ashville Road Church of Christ.  Her 
favorite thing about JCA is working with the 
people.  “It’s nice to be able to work in a 
place you know you are loved.” 

Mrs. Zelan Ellison, High School Science 
and Math.  We welcome Mrs. Ellison back 

to JCA after leaving in 
2001.  She had taught the previous 27 years 
and served as Academic Dean for 2 years.  
Both of her sons, Clay and Rosh, are graduates 
of JCA and her grandson attends the JCA Early 
Learning Center.  A graduate of Abilene 
Christian University, Mrs. Ellison has a 
Bachelor of Science in Education.  She and her 
husband, Sam, attend Heritage Place Church 
of Christ where he serves as an elder.  “The 

students are my favorite part of JCA!”  

Mr. David McNeely, Bible and Physical Education, Social Studies, 
Government/Economics.  Mr. McNeely is 
a graduate of Faulkner University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Physical Education.  
He and his wife, Kim,  recently moved to 
Birmingham with their daughters, 
Emerson and Everly and son, Easton.   
“Everyone has made me feel very 
welcome and comfortable in a short period 
of time. I really feel accepted and wanted.”   

 

“… and they shall 
mount up on wings like 

Eagles…” 
Isaiah 40:31

  7th - Labor Day (School 
           Closed)  
  8th - 29th - Magazine Sale 
  9th - 11th - ACT Prep 
16th - Children’s Theatre (K4) 
17th - Children’s Theatre  
           (K5 & 1st) 
17th - PTF Social  
17th - 18th - ELC Fall Pictures 
21st - Mandatory Junior Parent 
           Night (6:00 p.m.) 
21st - Mandatory Senior Parent 
           Night (7:00 p.m.) 
23rd - Herff Jones  
          (Seniors and Sophomores) 
24th - Senior Portraits 
29th - Children’s Theatre  
          (2nd & 3rd) 
30th - Fall Pictures (K4 - 11th) 

  1st - Children’s Theatre 
           (4th - 5th) 
  7th - Herff Jones Order Day 
  8th - Pumpkin Patch (K4-5th) 
  8th - End of First Nine Weeks 
  9th - No School (Day Camp) 
14th - PSAT 
17th - Heritage Festival 
19th - Magazine Sale Elementary  
           Individual Prize Day 
20th - Middle & High Honor Roll 
20th - Elementary Honor Roll 
20th - Middle & High Magazine  
           Sale Class Goal Reward 
21st -  Magazine Prize Store 
21st - 23rd - ACT Prep 
22nd - 23rd - Elementary  
           Magazine Sale Class Goal 
           Reward 
26th - 30th - Red Ribbon Week 
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I want to welcome you to the 2015-2016 school year 
at JCA!  I am so excited that you have chosen to 
place your child here and know that you will enjoy 
being a part of the family. 

Look for the Good (L4G) – such an easy phrase to 
say and so much harder to live out in everyday life.  
Right from the beginning of the school year, our 
ability to “look for the good” was challenged.  But, 
our students and faculty did not let troubling 
circumstances defeat them.  They allowed these 
events to draw them closer together and have worked 
together in ways we would never have imagined.  It 
has been a blessing to work beside these teachers and 
students and I am excited to see what the rest of this 
year holds for us. 

In Middle and High School chapel, I will ask for an 
“L4G” – something positive that has happened or 
something good that someone did.  Some days they 
are funny – “It’s Friday!” or “College football 
started!” and some days are heart-warming – “A 
student cleared off the lunch table for everyone, not 
because he had to, but because he wanted to.” or “A 
student sat by themselves at a table, another student 
saw it and soon the table was full.”   

The intent of this year’s theme was to help students 
realize that not everything in life is good but that 
there is good in everything, if you look for it.  My 
favorite scripture, Romans 8:28 reminds us that, “in 
all things God works for the 
good of those who love him”. 

Share your #L4G with us this 
year and help us recognize the 
good that happens in the JCA 
family! 

Mrs. Taggart 
Midd le & High Schoo l 
Principal 

It is great to be back at JCA for the 2015-2016 school 
year!  Both the new and returning faces were 
welcome sights as we opened the doors on August 
17th.  The administration, faculty and staff spent a 
good deal of time this summer making preparations 
for the new year.  Some teachers attended 
professional development conferences or workshops.  
Some attended technology workshops to learn about 
more ways to use the iPads in the classroom.  All of 
the teachers spent time in their classrooms making 
improvements.  As you can see, our summers are not 
just a vacation for us, but are an important time to 
reflect and prepare.   

Of course, our students are always the main focus 
whenever we spend time planning.  This year we are 
excited to try some new and exciting things with 
technology.  We want to allow the students to 
become more and more confident with the iPads and 
to learn more about the endless possibilities they 
bring to education. During technology enrichment 
time, our upper elementary classes will even have a 
chance to learn  how to write code.   

More importantly, we also plan to spend some time 
reminding the students and ourselves to “Look for 
the Good,” which is our theme for the 2015-2016 
school year.  One way we intend to help the 
elementary do this is by emphasizing several service 
projects that allow us to recognize a need, realize our 
blessings, and pay it forward. 

Together, we are looking 
forward to another great year! 

Ruth Brooks 
Elementary Principal 

 

Look for the Good 
"Let us be concerned for 
one another, to help one 

another to show love and to 
do good." 

Hebrews 10:24 
2015-2016 

Welcome to the 2015-2016 School Year!
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JCA Magazine Sale!
Starting September 8th, JCA will be continuing a longstanding tradition by holding our annual magazine fundraising drive.  
Friends and family members can renew existing magazine subscriptions and order new magazines.  We retain 40% of each sale 
which is applied to the approximately 15% operating costs that tuition does not cover at JCA.  This sale is more important than 
ever.  There are three ways to participate: 

1. INTERNET • Ordering online is the fastest and easiest way to order new, or renew existing subscriptions.  Go to 
gaschoolstore.com.  Click on “Shop Now” or “Register Now.” Enter our account number 2666188.  You will be prompted for the 
name of the student you want to support.  Enter your child’s name so that he/she will receive credit in the prize program.   Any 
purchase from the website will count towards your student’s goal! 

2. CATALOG • Each student will receive a catalog that includes hundreds of magazines and books.  Remember, you can renew 
magazines you are already receiving (regardless of expiration month) as well as order new subscriptions.  Order for yourself and 
share the catalog with friends and family.  Please use a black or blue ballpoint pen. Gel pens and markers will not scan.  
Checks should be payable to JCA.  “Turn in days are 9/15, 9/22, and 9/29. 

3. REACH-OUT • Use this postcard booklet to reach family and friends who live out of town.  Please fill these out with the 
names and addresses of seven or more people who might purchase a magazine to support the school.  This information will only 
be used for our magazine sale.  Do not tear out the post cards.  Simply return the booklet to school.  On average, the school will 
earn nearly $20.00 profit for every booklet that is returned.  

Students will earn one Que Coin for every $10.00 sold. The coins will then be spent for prizes at “The Prize Store.”  Prizes cover 
a broad range of interests and price points. Some of the highlights of this year’s store include tower speaker, laser projector, giant 
angry bird air swimmer, lava lamp, 10 ft phone charger, selfie stick, spy pen, big green inflatable chair, giant airhead bank, and 
much more!  The top five sellers in the school will get to shop at the “prize store” FIRST!  

Each class will have a “class goal”.  If they reach theirs, every student who participated in the Magazine Sale, will go to the 
movies in K4-12th.  All Elementary students who reach their individual goal will attend a Game Truck Party!  All middle and 
high school students reaching their individual goals will go the fair in Montgomery! 

Don’t forget about the Bears!  “MONEY BEAR”- Anyone who turns in an order on September 15th (the first turn-in day) will 
receive “Money Bear.” He doubles the que coin value of any orders turned in that day. “Money” will only be available on the first 
turn-in day.  POST CARD BOOKLET - Students who turn in the booklet with at least seven names and addresses will receive 
“Ghost Bear.” The only way to get “Ghost” is to turn in the filled booklet.   Any student collecting six bears throughout the sale 
will earn sound activated light-up glasses.  

Thank you for your support of this major fundraiser!  Your participation is the key to the Magazine Sale’s success and how we are 
able to keep the tuition affordable at JCA. 

The JCA PTF is hosting a Social on Thursday, September 17th from 4:00 -7:00 p.m., and we invite your family to join 
us.  The PTF planned this event to welcome all students and their families back to JCA!  
There will be fun, food, and games.  We are encouraging families to participate! Please 
email us at ptf@jcaweb.net to let us know if you are available to help. 

Thank you so much for all that you do, and we appreciate your continued involvement 
with the PTF as we aim to support the teachers and administrators who do so much for 
our children. 

JCA PTF Board

PTF Social
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Saturday,
October 17, 2015 

10 am-3 pm Our Heritage Festival has become 
an exciting event in the Irondale 
community. Offering something 
for everyone, this event is a great 
opportunity for crafters, small 
businesses and area retailers to have 
one-on-one exposure to all ages.

The variety of entertainment includes 
several food choices, the many arts 
and craft vendors and the excitement 
of bidding in the silent auction.

For more information to be a part 
of the Heritage Festival or to be 
recognized as a sponsor, contact: 

Wendy Burrows 
Director of Development 

956-9111 
wburrows@jcaweb.net

1500 Heritage Place Drive  |  Irondale, AL 35210  |  205-956-9111  
More information at www.jcaweb.net

205-956-9111  
www.jcaweb.net

On the Athletic Field at

 Jefferson Christian Academy

Carnival Rides
Giant Infl atables
Silent Auction

Food • Games • Give-Aways  
Crafts • Pony Rides 

AND Live Music
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Welcome Back 

Welcome back to Jefferson Christian Academy!  We are extremely excited to be starting a new school year with you, both our 
returning families and those who are joining us for the first time this year. Working together, we will create a year of 
excellence for your children as we focus on improving student and family engagement.  At JCA, we are determined to 
continue our focus on God while providing our students with an exceptional educational experience in a school where safety, 
respect, support, and accountability are the norm, not an exception. It is our goal that every student and parent feel welcomed, 
connected and a part of the Jefferson Christian Academy family. 

JCA is very blessed to have great teachers who spend hours planning and preparing classroom activities and materials to 
engage our students in learning. Our teachers use research based best practices and the latest technology to connect with our 
students and challenge them to strive for excellence as they grow in their academic abilities. 

Our principals, two of the most energetic people you will ever meet, have worked all summer to ensure everything was ready 
when our students arrived. They and the teachers work very hard to meet the individual needs of all students and maintain 
connections with their families.  

Improving the Partnership between JCA and Our Parents and Students - Communication 

In any partnership communication is indispensable. As a school, we realize good communication, on a regular basis, is 
essential to helping our parents and students stay informed.  Over the past few months, we have looked at ways we can 
improve outbound communication with our parents and students. 

You may have noticed The Eagle Newsletter has been redesigned. Along with other new features the new design provides a 
regular, monthly, column space for each of our principals and the departments they head. Each principal will determine the 
monthly content of their column. Some months this may be a report from the principal, at other times they may choose to 
share an article from a teacher, student or others within their department. 

Our counselor, Mrs. Kizer, is now sending out a daily message of encouragement for our students. This email also serves to let 
everyone know who our counselor is and to help them understand her concern and love for them. 

Our principals, Mrs. Taggart and Mrs. Brooks, worked together to develop an informational email for each school which they 
are calling the “Monday Message.” This email will be sent out to all parents with Mrs. Taggart’s email going to all high and 
middle school parents while Mrs. Brooks’ email will be received by all elementary parents. 

Soon we will launch a new, cleaner and easier to read school website. The website will have features that will make it simpler 
to navigate and find the abundance of information available to students and parents.  Once the website is launched we will 
continue to add features showcasing what our students are doing in class, in clubs, on the playground, in athletics and together 
throughout the year. 

Bill Brown 
President  

To be continued:

President’s Desk
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Elementary Cross Country

Elementary Cross Country has started with a bang!  Their first 
meet was on Saturday, August 29th.  The kids did an awesome 
job, some receiving medals!  Our next meet will be on Saturday, 
September 12th. Come out and support the kids! 

K4: CJ Terry, Collins White.  K5: Maggie Brewster, Rylee 
Brooks, Justin Culwell, Addie Grace Greenway, Cole Ryan 
Kelly, Jackson Kizer, Gavin Price, Jourdan Price. 1st Grade: 
Tyson Perry Brown, Sophi Elkins, Emmeline Glenn, Jonathan 
Layton, Lexi Stripling, David Taylor. 2nd Grade: Ke’ar Doss, 
Chloe Goodwin, Caroline Kizer, Jonah Neal, Kelsey Njuguna, 
Savannah Price.  3rd Grade:  Jonas Phifer, Brooks White, Jude 
Whittington, Kade Whittington.  4th Grade:  Mallory Goodwin, 
Emily Keith, Ava Kizer, DeAndre Singleton. Gracie 
Whittington.  5th Grade:  Faith Collins, Naomi Mewbourne.  
6th Grade:  Nathan Collins, Alaire Terrell, Hunter Wells.

The JCA Cross Country team is off to a 
great start.  Our Varsity team includes 
returning 9th graders, Austin Colvin and 
John Williams.   Both are consistently 
running times in the low 20’s (minutes) for a 
5k (3.1 miles).  With times like these at the 
beginning of the season, they have a great 
chance at making it to the state meet which 
will be held Wednesday, November 14th.   

We also have three 7th graders on our team:  
Tyrone January, Krystalyn Murrell, and  
Caitlin VanHorn, who are all striving to 
improve their times each week.   We look 
forward to many personal records being set 
this season!

September Schedule

Date           Opponent     Locatin     Time            Teams       
September 1st        Westminster    JCA      5:00 p.m. JV/V 
September 8th        Shades Mountain     @Shades Mountain     5:00 p.m. V 
September 10th       Ragland     @Ragland     6:00 p.m. JV/V 
September 14th       Fultondale     @Fultondale     5:00 p.m. JV/V 
September 15th       Indian Springs    @Indian Springs    6:00 p.m. V 
September 17th       Cornerstone    @Cornerstone    4:00 p.m. JV/V 
September 22nd      Westminster    JCA      5:00 p.m. JV/V 
September 25th       BAPS Invitational    TBA      TBA  JV 
September 28th       Fultondale     JCA      5:00 p.m. JV/V 
September 29th       Tarrant/Oak Grove    @Tarrant     5:00 p.m. V

Cross Country

Lady Eagles Volleyball begins!  We look forward to a great season and seeing you 
come out to support the team! 

Varsity: Ashlee Bradley, Karlee Johnson, Taylor Mann, Jodie Monosky, Jessie 
Morris, Rachel Muncher, Emma Pugh, Alexis Trotter, Ashley Tucker. 

Junior Varsity: Katie Bradley, Alexis Gulley, Deseree’ Hill, Vanessa Njuguna, Jill 
Taggart, Shelby Walker, Caymen Whittington, Zoey Williams, Morgan Wormely.   
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It’s been a great first week 
in the Caterpillar Class!  

We love our friends!

The Owl Class is having a great 
first couple of weeks learning! 

We are busy getting to know one 
another and learning our shapes 

and colors.

JCA Early Learning Center

The Bumblebees have 
buzzed right into the 

new year!

Welcome to our 
new Butterflies!

Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year!  I am so excited for what this year 
has in store for us.  The Early Learning Center will begin a new curriculum 
this year called The Creative Curriculum for Preschool by Teaching 
Strategies.  This curriculum helps teachers to create high quality programs 
that meet the unique needs of the children, birth to three years of age, and 
their families.  For over 25 years, Teaching Strategies has believed that the 
best and most powerful way to improve child outcomes is through effective 
teaching. That is why they have created forward-thinking, comprehensive, 
research-based and research-proven curriculum resources.  

These help preschool teachers and caregivers to be their most effective, 
while still honoring their creativity and respecting their critical role in 
making learning exciting and relevant for every child.  Using exploration 
and discovery as a way of learning, The Creative Curriculum for Preschool 
enables children to develop confidence, creativity, and lifelong critical 
thinking skills.   

I look forward to what this curriculum has in store for The Early Learning 
Center!   

Cheryl Jones 
Early Learning Center Director 

The fireflies are enjoying 
learning the rules and having 

fun in their new class. Gym time 
is always a favorite
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August in Pictures 
First Day Of School


