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On Tuesday, November 10th, JCA held our second Annual 
Veteran’s Day Program to honor all Veterans past and present, 
serving in the United States Armed Forces.  The program 
began with our elementary classes singing America the 
Beautiful, followed by JCA President, Mr. Bill Brown, who 
spoke about the importance of honoring all Veterans and their 
families.   

Mrs. Lindsey Goodwin, Staff Sergeant, United States Army,  
one of our Early Learning Center teachers and mother of 
Chloe, Jonah and Tanner, all students of JCA, also spoke about 
the importance of our veterans.  She gave great insight in the 
role women play in the armed forces not only as a veteran, but 
also as wife of Ken Goodwin, Tech Sergeant of the United 
States Air Force. 

Veterans, who are family and friends of current students, 
attended this special event and were honored during the 
program with a flag placed in their honor.  

A special thanks to Mrs. Ruth Brooks and Mrs. Amy Burch  for 
the program’s success.

Mission Statement 

With God's guidance, Jefferson 
Christian Academy will cultivate 

and maintain an environment 
where the student is nurtured and 

challenged to realize his/her 
potential in spiritual maturity, 
academic attainment, athletic 
achievement and social and 

emotional development.  
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What’s Happening in 
December? 

Coming in January: 

             
           

  2nd - Children’s Theatre (2nd & 3rd) 
  3rd - Children’s Theatre (K4) 
  4th - Children’s Theatre (4th & 5th) 
  8th - Children’s Theatre (K5 & 1st) 
  9th - 11th - ACT Prep 
  9th - 11th - Christmas Shop 
10th - Elementary Christmas Program 
           (1st - 5th Grade) 
15th - 18th - First Semester Exams 
17th - ELC, K4 & K5 Christmas  
        Program 
18th - End of Second Nine Weeks 
21st - 1st - Christmas Holiday Break 
          (Day Camp Available 28th - 31st) 

  4th - First Day of Second Semester 
  5th - Enjoy the City Coupon Book  
           Sale Kick-off! 
12th - Elementary Honor Roll Awards 
12th - Middle & High Honor Roll  
           Awards 
18th - Martin Luther King Holiday 
          (School Closed - No Day Camp) 
19th - 22nd - Homecoming Week 
26th - National Honor Society  
           Induction Ceremony 

A Message From Our Principals:

 

Look for the Good 
"Let us be concerned for 
one another, to help one 

another to show love and to 
do good." 

Hebrews 10:24 
2015-2016 

It seems as though each month I start 
out this article by commenting on 
how busy this particular season is 
and the same is true of this month.  
The month of November saw us 
completing a canned food drive 
where we were able to support a local 
food bank.  The first week of 
December, many of our students 
participated in sponsoring “Angels” 
from the Angel Tree for Christmas 
and now the middle and high school 
students are gearing up for exams.  
Soon, Christmas parties will be in 
full swing and before we know it, 
Christmas day will be here.  It truly 
seems as if it never stops! 

Recently, I shared a devotional in the 
Monday Message that I thought was 
appropriate for this time of year.  
Like many of you, we are so busy 
with good activities, but sometimes 
forget to stop and take time for 
something greater.  Here is an 
excerpt f rom the “Chr is tmas 
Encouragement” Devotional Series: 

“. . . the real message in all the 
celebrating is that God came to this 
earth and was born in a stable, and 
then He went to a cross and died for 
the sins of the world. That is the 
message we don’t want to lose. He 
was born to die so that we might live. 
He went to the cross, died, and rose 
again, and now He stands at the door 
of our lives and knocks. . . . In the 
hype of the season, let’s remember to 
just slow down, tune in, be still, and 
know that He is God.” 

I pray you and your family have a 
peaceful and very Merry Christmas! 
  

Mrs. Taggart 
Middle & High School Principal

Our elementary students and 
their families have big hearts!  
The elementary service projects 
have been a huge success.  We 
delivered several boxes of socks 
from our Socktober efforts to 
Project Hope, a homeless youth 
shelter and designated Safe 
Place.  They were really 
appreciative of the donation.   

Next, we loaded one of the 
school vans with food donations 
and gently worn clothing for our 
November Thanksgiving project.  
The van was so full, that the 
driver (myself) could only use 
the side mirrors to maneuver 
through traffic, because the view 
from the rearview mirror was 
completely blocked.  Hoover 
Church of Christ provided 
turkeys, and together, we 
provided Thanksgiving Dinner 
and clothing to many families in 
need. 

The CASA Christmas Angels 
went so fast.  Many of you 
wanted to get one, but were 
unable because they were 
already gone.  Next year we will 
try to get more.   

Once again, this proves that our 
students and families have big 
hearts.  I hope that all of you 
h a v e a V E R Y M E R R Y 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR!  

Mrs. Brooks  
Elementary Principal
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Elementary Thanksgiving Feast
JCA’s Elementary Classes welcomed their families and 
friends for our Annual Thanksgiving Feast.  The students 
created a video of what they were thankful for that played 
before each meal.  We appreciate everyone for making this 
day possible and enjoying a day of thanks with us.  A special 
thank you to our cafeteria staff for their preparation of the   
Thanksgiving Feast and to our JCA Ambassadors for serving 
the meals.

Our theme for the 2015-2016 school year is "Look for the Good."  One way that we are trying to focus on that theme, 
is by looking for ways to serve others.   

October was “Socktober” where the Elementary collected new pairs of socks for Project Hope.  This is a Birmingham 
based program that addresses the needs of homeless youth in our area    

In November, JCA collected canned goods and nonperishable food items.   Our elementary classes also collected 
gently used clothing items for those in need.  We completely filled the JCA van from top to bottom!  

The K4 classes made care packages for the troops and sent them off in time for Christmas.  This was a special project 
for them as the items went to K4 student, Jonah Goodwin’s father, Ken and his squadron.  They sent everything from 
homemade goodies to much needed toiletries and “lots of hot sauce” as requested! 

For December, JCA sponsored children for christmas through the CASA Angel Project.  The National Honor Society 
and Junior Honor Society also got involved, and together, they sponsored seven children ages 3 to 16. 

We want to thank everyone for their help to make these service projects a success.  January will be “Home Away From 
Home” benefiting The Ronald McDonald House.   

Monthly Service Projects Continue to be a Great Success!

Some of the items collected in November 
for those in need.

On their way to some 
special troops!

Socktober socks being delivered at 
Project Hope. 
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This Holiday season let your child experience the Joy of giving!  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for your child to experience the joy of giving during the holiday season.  Reindeer 
Lane Gift Shop is the perfect way for your child to select holiday gifts for the entire family!  
Our volunteers will assist your child with making gift selections and managing money.  While 
children shop for gifts, they will learn to budget money and make purchase decisions.  You will 
see the joy and excitement on the face of your child when you open your gifts! 

You can be a part of the fun and learning by giving your child ideas on selecting gifts and 
suggesting ways for your child to earn extra holiday dollars.  You can send money in the 
envelope provided, (extra envelopes are available in the office). Gift prices range from $0.25 to 

$15.00, with the majority of items between $1.00 and $4.00. 

 The store will be open December 9th - 11th, 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. and throughout the evening of the 10th, until the 
end of the Elementary Christmas Program. 

Attention Parents and Grandparents:  Share in the fun and excitement by being a Gift Shop Volunteer.  Please contact 
the JCA-PTF at ptf@jcaweb.net with the day(s) and time(s) of your availability.   

We are very excited to present to you the “Enjoy the City” Birmingham Area Savings Program.  This book sells for 
only $20.  JCA earns up to 50% of all sales.   Tuition and fees only cover about 85% of the operational costs of JCA.  
Programs such as this cover that deficit and allow us to grow, prosper and do many of the things you see going on at 
JCA.  We cannot do it without your support.    

“Enjoy the City” is a product that virtually sells itself featuring: 

• More than $3,000 in valuable offers…many deals are buy-one-get-one-free offers and there are many 
deals that you will not find anywhere else; 

• More than 500 great savings offers for everyday value whether it’s fine dining or casual dining, fast 
food or specialty food, recreation or entertainment, retail or services…there’s something for everyone; 

• More than 190 popular participating merchants throughout the area and nationally; 
• It’s a great gift idea and is a gift that gives back year-round.  We encourage you to consider this 

product as a gift idea for the birthdays, anniversaries, or other important days that you have on your 
calendar; 

• Use the book just once or twice and it pays for itself! 

The book sells for only $20 and all checks or money orders should be made payable to JCA. 

Please take orders for the book between January 5th and January 26, 2016.  Once you have finished selling the books, 
please place all checks and/or money orders in the order envelope and return to the classroom no later than        
January 26, 2016.   

“Enjoy the City” and Jefferson Christian Academy does not allow door-to-door sales.  Simply sell the book to family, 
friends, and co-workers and the fundraiser will be a great success.  

Enjoy the City Coupon Book Sale Begins January 5th!

Reindeer Lane Gift Shop Comes to JCA!

mailto:ptf@jcaweb.net
mailto:ptf@jcaweb.net
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President’s Desk
Like you I have life, not a life, but God given life, which, like many others, I often take for granted.  Habitually I find 
myself thinking more about my quality of life-- the things I have or want, and the things I must do, rather than being 
thankful simply for life. Do you ever just stop, look around and observe life?  

I have a wonderful opportunity, a blessing, which very few get to experience. Most mornings, Monday through Friday, 
warm or cold, rain or shine, I am allowed to stand in front of JCA and open car doors. Yes, some would consider that a 
task, but no, it is a privilege. Yes, a privilege which allows me the tremendous blessing of seeing life as it unfolds every 
morning. 

I am permitted to open the car doors and greet the younger students who, sometimes, arrive a little sleepy, yet still very 
eager to be at school and see their friends.  I am allowed to see the bright smiling faces-- to help students with their 
backpacks, lunchboxes and nap mats. I see their excitement and giggles as they greet their friends and wave “see you 
later’ to mom or dad. Sometimes you can tell they do not feel well or, maybe, it is just a bad hair day for them or mom 
and dad. 

I see the look on the face of the older students, middle and high school, who are fearful I might open their door, and be 
seen by one of their friends being helped out of the car. The older students arrive, generally, with smiles and are always 
respectful of the younger children, holding doors, waiting on them to go first and offering to help when needed. 

Showing respect and being helpful is not only present among the older students.  I see it in older siblings who help with 
the back packs, lunch boxes, projects and a host of other things as their younger sibling attempts to exit the car. 
Oftentimes, the older brother or sister will wait and help the younger one, making sure they make it in the door with all 
of their belongings.  I see the excitement among the students, staff and parents on Friday, Chick-fil-A day, as they are 
waiting for their biscuit and the sad faces on the days we do not sell biscuits.  

Of course the moms, dads and guardians are there and most times, they are smiling. Some, however, have had a trying 
morning, others may be running a little late, or perhaps, their child forgot something. Yet they are always pleasant, as 
they gently, very gently, urge their child along. Yes, as they depart, there is always the, “have a great day”, “study” and 
most important of all “I love you”.  Sometimes a student will run back to the car just to say “I love you”. 

At times I go to the Early Learning Center and walk from door to door, just watching, as the smallest of our students go 
about their day discovering and learning. I see the excitement when they learn how a toy works, as they look at a book 
for the first or hundredth time and discover that they can move faster and be louder than the teachers.  
  
At this time of year, as we gather with friends and family, to give thanks, I hope we will stop and observe life, because 
by doing so, maybe, we will understand what a wonderful and exciting blessing it is to have life, and thank God for 
granting it to us. There is a very old saying, the origins of which I do not know, that goes something like this, “Your life 
is a gift from God, what you do with your life is your gift to God.”  Let us always use life to honor and serve our 
Creator and Jesus, his son, who died for us. 

In closing, I want to thank all our students, our parents, our teachers, support staff, Board and Administration for 
allowing us to serve you and for the many ways you give back to the JCA community. I pray that you and your family 
have a very wonderful holiday season and a Happy and Healthy New Year! 

Bill Brown  
President 
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December 4th vs. Faith                                           
1:00 p.m. (VB, VG) 

December 8th vs. Fultondale 
4:00 p.m. (JVB, VG, VB) 

December 12th vs. Collinsville  
3:00 p.m. (JVB, VG, VB) 

December 18th vs. Shades Mountain 
6:00 p.m. (VG, VB) 

December 21st - 22nd JCA Tournament 
TBD (VG, VB)

Elementary Basketball Begins!

Come out and support elementary basketball and cheerleading!  
Opening day 12/12/15! 

 Go Eagles!!

K4/K5 Dutton 
8:00 a.m. @ JCA 

1st/2nd Burch 
11:00 a.m. @ Advent 

1st/2nd Neal 
9:00 a.m. @ JCA 

December Basketball Schedule

3rd/4th Girls Bradley/Tucker 
11:00 a.m. @ Highlands 

3rd/4th Boys Singleton 
10:00 a.m. @ JCA 

3rd/4th Boys Whittington 
11:00 a.m. @ JCA 

5th/6th Girls Monosky/Pugh 
12:00 p.m. @ Westminster 

5th/6th Boys Burrows 
1:00 p.m. @ Highlands

“… and they shall 
mount up on wings 

like Eagles…” 
Isaiah 40:31



Eagle Newsletter December 2015

 

�7

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year from the Fireflies! 

K2

The Owls are busy getting ready 
for Christmas! 

K3

Busy days in the 
Butterfly Class. 

Babies

JCA 
Early 

Learning 
Center

The Bees are always 
on the go! 
Crawlers

The Caterpillars love books! 
Toddlers
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November in Pictures


